SALSA On Ice Report: 27 November 2017
Drill Team Update
Weather: Fine weather continues at McMurdo Station. Sunny with winds from the North at 11kts and a
temperature of 25F/-4F at 19:00.
SALSA Drillers on Ice: Dar Gibson, Graham Roberts, Justin Burnett, Bob Zook.
Activities:
• Exterior ladder mounted on Reel Container Unit (RCU).
• Last of the drill camp power cables inventoried and coiled in the Power Distribution Module (PDM) for
storage and transport to Lake Mercer.
• General cleanup and inventory of RCU. Work on this container is complete and it is ready for traverse.
• Most of the team headed out for SCINI operations on the sea ice after lunch. See Justin’s C-534 report
for details.
Report by Dar Gibson

SCINI Project Update
Activities:
• The science Pistenbully had a mechanical failure, so the team was unable to tow the winch out to site
today
• ASC responded quickly, and fleet ops was able to deliver the winch to the site by the afternoon
• SCINI was tested for a number of hours under the ice in shallow (<100m) water to verify the new power
supply configuration before attempting a deep dive. All systems performed as expected.
• The medium voltage tether termination was assembled and lowered. This power supply suffered a
similar failure as the high voltage system. Seawater intrusion at depth caused the system to short out.
• Clearly, the potting technique used in this assembly is faulty, and needs to be redesigned before next
season
• With our redeployment date looming, the majority of the vehicle and equipment was recovered and the
packing process has been initiated
Report by Justin Burnett

GPS Station Update
Location: Shackleton Glacier Camp, Trans Antarctic Mountains (85.086°S, 175.289°W)
Personnel on Ice: Matthew Siegfried (Stanford University), Susheel Adusumilli (Scripps Institution of
Oceanography)
Activities:
• After a short delay that allowed them to watch both ROSETTA-Ice and Operation IceBridge flights take
off, Susheel and Matt flew in an LC-130 to Shackleton Glacier Camp, landing at 1440. As the first
“grantees” (i.e., NSF-funded scientists in McMurdo) their arrival marked the “opening” of Shackleton
Camp for science—a big occasion for the hard-working camp staff.
• After saying hi to friends and a short in-brief from Camp Manager Dean, Susheel and Matt got to work
unloading cargo and prepping gear for their first Twin Otter mission, scheduling for an 0830 launch
tomorrow.

Figure 1. During the delay at the airfield, Susheel feels his first propeller spray as the IceBridge Basler drives
away from its parking spot in front of the IceBridge tent.

Figure 2. Susheel and Matt are thrilled to be on an LC-130 heading out to the field.

Figure 3. Even though Shackleton Camp was not even fully built, the SALSA team was welcomed with open
arms.

Figure 4. A panorama of the east side of Shackleton Camp. The building with two chimneys is the temporary
dining hall, but will turn into the "Science Tent" once camp is fully built.
Report by Matthew Siegfried

